[Dopamine and depression: the forgotten neurotransmitter].
Several lines of evidence suggest a major role for dopamine in the pathophysiology of depression. In particular, affective disorders tend to be associated with a decrease in dopaminergic function. Moreover, some data show that antidepressants increase the activity of dopaminergic synapses at the mesolimbic level. In fact, the mesocorticolimbic dopaminergic system appears to be an extremely interesting target for the study of the pathophysiology of depression and for the development of antidepressive strategies. Recent developments of molecular biology and new imaging techniques provide interesting perspectives that could bring a better comprehension of the real implication of dopamine in depression.